Connecticut General Statutes Sections 7-249 through 7-254
MUNICIPAL SEWERAGE SYSTEMS

Sec. 7-249. Assessment of benefits. At any time after a municipality, by its water pollution control authority, has
acquired or constructed, a sewerage system or portion thereof, the water pollution control authority may levy benefit
assessments upon the lands and buildings in the municipality which, in its judgment, are especially benefited thereby,
whether they abut on such sewerage system or not, and upon the owners of such land and buildings, according to such
rule as the water pollution control authority adopts, subject to the right of appeal as hereinafter provided. Benefits to
buildings or structures constructed or expanded after the initial assessment may be assessed as if the new or expanded
buildings or structures had existed at the time of the initial assessment. Such benefits and benefits to anticipated
development of land zoned for other than business, commercial or industrial purposes or land classified as farm land,
forest land or open space land on the last completed grand list of the municipality in which such land is located, pursuant
to the provisions of sections 12-107a to 12-107e, inclusive, shall not be assessed until such construction or expansion or
development is approved or occurs. In case of a property so zoned or classified which exceeds by more than one
hundred per cent the size of the smallest lot permitted in the lowest density residential zone allowed under zoning
regulations or, in the case of a town having no zoning regulations, a lot size of one acre in area and one hundred fifty feet
in frontage, assessment of such excess land shall be deferred until such time as such excess land shall be built upon or a
building permit issued therefor or until approval of a subdivision plan of such excess property by the planning
commission having jurisdiction, whichever event occurs first at which time assessment may be made as provided herein.
No lien securing payment shall be filed until the property is assessed. The sum of initial and subsequent assessments
shall not exceed the special benefit accruing to the property. Such assessment may include a proportionate share of the
cost of any part of the sewerage system, including the cost of preliminary studies and surveys, detailed working plans
and specifications, acquiring necessary land or property or any interest therein, damage awards, construction costs,
interest charges during construction, legal and other fees, or any other expense incidental to the completion of the work.
The water pollution control authority may divide the total territory to be benefited by a sewerage system into districts
and may levy assessments against the property benefited in each district separately. In assessing benefits against
property in any district the water pollution control authority may add to the cost of the part of the sewerage system
located in the district a proportionate share of the cost of any part of the sewerage system located outside the district
but deemed by the water pollution control authority to be necessary or desirable for the operation of the part of the
system within the district. In assessing benefits and apportioning the amount to be raised thereby among the properties
benefited, the water pollution control authority may give consideration to the area, frontage, grand list valuation and to
present or permitted use or classification of benefited properties and to any other relevant factors. The water pollution
control authority may make reasonable allowances in the case of properties having a frontage on more than one street
and whenever for any reason the particular situation of any property requires an allowance. Revenue from the
assessment of benefits shall be used solely for the acquisition or construction of the sewerage system providing such
benefits or for the payment of principal of and interest on bonds or notes issued to finance such acquisition or
construction. No assessment shall be made against any property in excess of the special benefit to accrue to such
property. The water pollution control authority shall place a caveat on the land records in each instance where
assessment of benefits to anticipated development of land zoned for other than business, commercial or industrial
purposes or land classified as farm land, forest land or open space land has been deferred.

Sec. 7-249a. Assessment of benefits upon industrial users of federally financed sewage systems. Notwithstanding the
provisions of section 7-249, any municipal water pollution control authority which constructs any sewerage system or
portion thereof, with federal financial assistance under the provisions of the federal Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments of 1972, P.L. 92-500, as from time to time amended, may, in lieu of or in addition to, levying benefit
assessments in accordance with the provisions of said section 7-249, assess industrial users of the portion of the
sewerage system constructed with federal financial assistance for the cost of construction of such portion to the extent
such cost is attributable to the treatment of such industrial users' wastes. In determining such assessments, the



municipal water pollution control authority may establish such classifications as may be approved by the administrator of
the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Commissioner of Environmental Protection.

Sec. 7-250. Public hearing. Appeal. No assessment shall be made until after a public hearing before the water pollution
control authority at which the owner of the property to be assessed shall have an opportunity to be heard concerning
the proposed assessment. Notice of the time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be published at least ten days
before the date thereof in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality, and a copy of such notice shall be
mailed to the owner of any property to be affected thereby at such owner's address as shown in the last-completed
grand list of the municipality or at any later address of which the water pollution control authority may have knowledge.
A copy of the proposed assessment shall be on file in the office of the clerk of the municipality and available for
inspection by the public for at least ten days before the date of such hearing. When the water pollution control authority
has determined the amount of the assessment to be levied, it shall file a copy thereof in the office of the clerk of the
municipality. Not later than five days after such filing, it shall cause a copy of such assessment to be published in a
newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality, and it shall mail a copy of such assessment to the owner of
any property to be affected thereby at such owner's address as shown in the last-completed grand list of the municipality
or at any later address of which the water pollution control authority may have knowledge. Such publication and mailing
shall state the date on which such assessment was filed and that any appeals from such assessment must be taken within
twenty-one days after such filing. Any person aggrieved by any assessment may appeal to the superior court for the
judicial district wherein the property is located and shall bring any such appeal to a return day of said court not less than
twelve nor more than thirty days after service thereof and such appeal shall be privileged in respect to its assignment for
trial. Said court may appoint a state referee to appraise the benefits to such property and to make a report of his doings
to the court. The judgment of said court, either confirming or altering such assessment, shall be final. No such appeal
shall stay proceedings for the collection of the particular assessment upon which the appeal is predicated but the
appellant shall be reimbursed for any overpayments made if, as a result of such appeal, his assessment is reduced.

Sec. 7-251. New and supplementary assessments. If any assessment is not valid or enforceable for any reason, a new
assessment may be made. If any assessment is made which is not sufficient to cover the entire cost of the work to be
paid for by such assessment, a supplementary assessment may be made by the water pollution control authority against
those properties previously assessed to the end that a sum sufficient to pay the cost of such work may be obtained,
provided no such supplementary assessment, together with the original assessment, shall exceed the value of the special
benefit to accrue to the property against which the benefit is assessed.

Sec. 7-252. Due date of assessment. Assessments shall be due and payable at such time as is fixed by the water pollution
control authority, provided no assessment shall become due until the work or particular portion thereof for which such
assessment was levied has been completed, except that when the work or particular portion thereof for which such
assessment was levied is being performed by the water pollution control authority pursuant to an order of the
Department of Environmental Protection, the entire assessment may be made due and payable, provided the portion of
the total work bonded by the water pollution control authority, which directly benefits the particular property has been
completed. The water pollution control authority shall give notice of the date when assessments are due and payable by
publication at least twice within a period of fifteen days in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality
and shall mail a copy of such notice to the owners of the property assessed at their last known addresses. Such notice
shall list the streets and describe the area within which are located any properties against which such assessments are
due. No assessment shall be due and payable earlier than thirty days after the first publication of such notice.



Sec. 7-253. Installment payment of assessment. In the case of an acquisition, construction or expansion of a
sewerage system financed from the general reserves of the municipality or by bonds or notes issued by the
municipality, the water pollution control authority may provide for the payment of any assessment in
substantially equal annual installments, not exceeding thirty, and may provide for interest charges applicable to
such deferred payments. When the acquisition, construction or expansion of the sewerage system is financed by
the issuance of bonds or notes by the municipality, the last installment of any assessment shall be due not later
than one year prior to the date of the last maturity of such bonds or notes or portion thereof in respect to which
the assessment was levied, except that if such bonds or notes are a general obligation of the municipality, the
municipality may levy an assessment the last installment of which may be due up to ten years after the date of
the last maturity of such bonds or notes provided the total amount of such assessment does not exceed the
amount of the principal of such bonds or notes which have been paid prior to the levying of such assessment.
Interest charges may not exceed (1) the maximum rate of interest the municipality is obligated to pay on such
bonds or notes, or (2) a reasonable rate of interest when the acquisition, construction or expansion of the
sewerage system is financed from the general reserves of the municipality. Any person may pay any installment
for which he is liable at any time prior to the due date thereof and no interest on any such installment shall be
charged beyond the date of such payment. The water pollution control authority shall cause the town clerk of
the town in which the property so assessed, in such equal installments, is located, to record on the land records a
certificate, signed by the tax collector or treasurer of the municipality, of such facts in form substantially as
follows:

CERTIFICATE OF NOTICE OF INSTALLMENT
PAYMENT OF ASSESSMENT OF BENEFITS
The undersigned Tax Collector (or Treasurer) of the Town of .... (district of ....) in the County of ...., State of
Connecticut, hereby certifies from the date hereof an installment payment plan is in effect, for payment of an
assessment of benefits for the installation of a sewerage system, in favor of the Town of .... (district of ....) upon
real property situated in .... (town or municipality), Connecticut, which real property is more fully described in
the .... (town) Land Records in:

Vol.  Page Vol.  Page

The notice of such assessment of sewerage benefits herein certified is to .... (owner of property), the
principal of which is $.... due to said Town of ...., (district of ....), together with legal interest, fees and charges
thereon, assessed on .... (date) in the name of .... (owner of property) and the same became due on .... (date) and
may be paid in annual installment payments of $.... each plus or including interest and continuing to ....

(indicate which) (date of last installment)

This certificate is filed pursuant to section 7-253 of the general statutes as amended, (or .... (indicate special
act or charter)).

The property assessed is:
Lot .... Street ....

Item No. ....

.... Tax Collector (or Treasurer)

Received .... 20.. At ... M.

Recorded in .... Land Records.
Vol. .... Page ....



.... Town Clerk

Such certificate shall operate as notice of the existence of a plan for payment of such assessment by installments
and the tax collector shall prepare a release of certificate and record the same on the land records within seven
calendar days after the last installment due has been satisfied, or the total assessment together with all interest,
fees and charges has been paid in full.

Sec. 7-253a. Adjustments in sewer assessment payments for elderly or disabled property owners. Any municipality
may, by ordinance, permit any property owner who is eligible for tax relief for (1) elderly taxpayers under the provisions
of section 12-129b, section 12-170aa, or a plan of tax relief for elderly taxpayers provided by such municipality in
accordance with subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 12-129n or (2) any property owner under age sixty-five who
is eligible under the provisions of a plan for tax relief provided by such municipality in accordance with subdivision (2) of
subsection (a) of section 12-129n to apply to the water pollution control authority in such municipality for approval of a
plan of payment of such property owner's sewer assessment in a manner other than as provided under section 7-253.
Such ordinance may allow optional methods of payment of any sewer assessment by an eligible property owner, subject
to approval of the authority, including an option to pay only the annual interest charge, as provided in said section 7-253,
on any deferred payments or outstanding balance of principal, provided in any such optional method of payment, the
outstanding balance of principal deferred under such optional method of payment shall become due upon any transfer
of title to the property subject to such assessment or upon the death of such property owner. Any such optional method
of payment shall be subject to annual review by the authority.

Sec. 7-254. Delinquent assessments. Liens. Assignment of liens. (a) Any assessment of benefits or any installment
thereof, not paid within thirty days after the due date, shall be delinquent and shall be subject to interest from such due
date at the interest rate and in the manner provided by the general statutes for delinquent property taxes. Each addition
of interest shall be collectible as a part of such assessment.

(b) Whenever any installment of an assessment becomes delinquent, the interest on such delinquent installment
shall be as provided in subsection (a) of this section or five dollars, whichever is greater. Any unpaid assessment and any
interest due thereon shall constitute a lien upon the real estate against which the assessment was levied from the date
of such levy. Each such lien may be continued, recorded and released in the manner provided by the general statutes for
continuing, recording and releasing property tax liens. Each such lien shall take precedence over all other liens and
encumbrances except taxes and may be enforced in the same manner as property tax liens. The tax collector of the
municipality may collect such assessments in accordance with any mandatory provision of the general statutes for the
collection of property taxes and the municipality may recover any such assessment in a civil action against any person
liable therefor.

(c) Any municipality, by resolution of its legislative body, may assign, for consideration, any and all liens filed by the
tax collector to secure unpaid sewer assessments as provided under the provisions of this chapter. The consideration
received by the municipality shall be negotiated between the municipality and the assignee. The assignee or assignees of
such liens shall have and possess the same powers and rights at law or in equity as such municipality and municipality's
tax collector would have had if the lien had not been assigned with regard to the precedence and priority of such lien,
the accrual of interest and the fees and expenses of collection. The assignee shall have the same rights to enforce such
liens as any private party holding a lien on real property, including, but not limited to, foreclosure and a suit on the debt.
Costs and reasonable attorneys' fees incurred by the assignee as a result of any foreclosure action or other legal
proceeding brought pursuant to this section and directly related to the proceeding shall be taxed in any such proceeding



against each person having title to any property subject to the proceedings. Such costs and fees may be collected by the
assignee at any time after demand for payment has been made by the assignee.

Sec. 7-255. Charges. Hearing. Appeal. Payment by municipalities of charges upon specified classification of property or
users. Optional payment plans. (a) The water pollution control authority may establish and revise fair and reasonable
charges for connection with and for the use of a sewerage system. The owner of property against which any such
connection or use charge is levied shall be liable for the payment thereof. Municipally-owned and other tax-exempt
property which uses the sewerage system shall be subject to such charges under the same conditions as are the owners
of other property, but nothing herein shall be deemed to authorize the levying of any property tax by any municipality
against any property exempt by the general statutes from property taxation. No charge for connection with or for the use
of a sewerage system shall be established or revised until after a public hearing before the water pollution control
authority at which the owner of property against which the charges are to be levied shall have an opportunity to be
heard concerning the proposed charges. Notice of the time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be published at least
ten days before the date thereof in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality. A copy of the proposed
charges shall be on file in the office of the clerk of the municipality and available for inspection by the public for at least
ten days before the date of such hearing. When the water pollution control authority has established or revised such
charges, it shall file a copy thereof in the office of the clerk of the municipality and, not later than five days after such
filing, shall cause the same to be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality. Such
publication shall state the date on which such charges were filed and the time and manner of paying such charges and
shall state that any appeals from such charges must be taken within twenty-one days after such filing. In establishing or
revising such charges the water pollution control authority may classify the property connected or to be connected with
the sewer system and the users of such system, including categories of industrial users, and may give consideration to
any factors relating to the kind, quality or extent of use of any such property or classification of property or users
including, but not limited to, (1) the volume of water discharged to the sewerage system, (2) the type or size of building
connected with the sewerage system, (3) the number of plumbing fixtures connected with the sewerage system, (4) the
number of persons customarily using the property served by the sewerage system, (5) in the case of commercial or
industrial property, the average number of employees and guests using the property and (6) the quality and character of
the material discharged into the sewerage system. The water pollution control authority may establish minimum charges
for connection with and for the use of a sewerage system. Any person aggrieved by any charge for connection with or for
the use of a sewerage system may appeal to the superior court for the judicial district wherein the municipality is located
and shall bring any such appeal to a return day of said court not less than twelve or more than thirty days after service
thereof. The judgment of the court shall be final.

(b) Any municipality may, by ordinance, provide for the payment to the water pollution control authority by such
municipality of the whole or a portion of such charges for specified classifications of property or users, provided such
classifications are established by the water pollution control authority in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a)
of this section and meet the requirements of the federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, P.L. 92-500,
as from time to time amended.

(c) Any municipality may, by ordinance, provide for optional methods of payment of sewer use charges to the water
pollution control authority by (1) elderly taxpayers who are eligible for tax relief under the provisions of section 12-129b,
section 12-170aa or a plan of tax relief for elderly taxpayers provided by such municipality in accordance with section 12-
129n or (2) any taxpayer under the age of sixty-five who is eligible for tax relief under the provisions of a plan for tax
relief provided by such municipality in accordance with subdivision (2) of section 12-129n.



