
New Lawn Care  
 

Dear Resident: 
 
The contractor has completed installation of your new septic system and has restored your 
property as per the program standards. This includes: 
 
• Select, screened top soil 
• Premium sun/shade grass seed applied at 12 pounds per 1,000 square feet 
• Fertilizer 
• Lime 
• Mulch 
 
Your new lawn needs particular care.  If it is neglected, it will not produce a healthy stand of grass  
and will allow weeds to grow. Your existing lawn may receive a minimal amount of care. 
This cannot be the case with a newly planted lawn, which may take several years of care to get 
established and achieve the desired results. 
 
The following is provided for your information. It has been our experience that the most 
common causes of unsatisfactory results are the lack of watering and fertilizing. 
 
What To Do 

Plant grass seed when temperatures are between 60°F to 80°F.  Prep the area 
before planting grass seed by removing dead grass and loosening hard soil. The 
seed must make contact with the soil in order to take root. 

Gently water newly planted grass seed at least once a day until it has grown 2 
inches tall. Remember to water sunny areas more often then shady. Unlike 
established grass, newly planted grass needs to be watered more frequently as 
opposed to deeply. 

• Keep pets, mowers and foot traffic away from newly planted grass seed until the grass is 3in high. 
• Re-apply grass seed if the seed washes away or is eaten by birds/other animals. 
• Follow-up with an application of fertilizer over your entire lawn 6-8 weeks after seeding.  

What NOT To Do 

Don't plant grass seed too soon after applying a weed prevention product. 

Don't over apply grass seed because the seedlings need enough space to access 
water and nutrients. Make sure there is some bare ground visible. 

Don't water so heavily that the water pools or causes your seed to wash away. 

Don't use a weed prevention or control product on your newly planted grass seed. 

Keep on watering! 

After the grass seed is planted, water it at least twice a day (more frequently if the weather is hot), until after 
you've mowed it once or twice.   Make sure your new lawn stays moist through the top inch of soil. Keep at it 
until your seedlings are well established.  Then you can start watering thoroughly once or twice a week. 



Maintenance 

Make sure you only mow the top third of the grass blades. Adjust your mower to a higher setting to keep the 
lawn nice and thick. When you cut it too short, weeds can sneak in. 
 

Mowing Newly Seeded Grass 

If you've seeded some bare spots or a whole lawn, hold off on mowing the area 
until the new grass is between 3 and 3 ½ inches long. Make sure your mower 
blade is nice and sharp, and then cut your grass only when it's dry. You also 
want to avoid mowing too short. (You only need to remove 1/3 of the height) If 
you've seeded over your existing lawn, you can mow as needed, but try to cut 
back the frequency to limit traffic on the new seedlings.  

 
 

 
Feeding New Grass 

Feeding is important for all lawns, but it's especially for new grass plants. If you 
didn't feed your new grass when it was planted, apply fertilizer to provide the 
right proportion of nutrients new grass plants need to grow in thick and develop 
strong roots.  If you applied a Starter fertilizer when you planted your new grass, 
feed 4-6 weeks later with Lawn Fertilizer to keep the new grass growing and 

maintain a thick, green appearance. 
 

Weeds in Your New Grass 

It happens. Weeds pop up now and then among newly planted grass. That's 
because dormant weeds seeds are always present in the soil, and they're waiting 
to sprout when they get a chance. A good rule of thumb is to wait until you've 
mowed your new grass at least 4 times before you treat the weeds with a 
crabgrass preventer or other weed-control product. The exception would be if 
you are using a weed-control product specifically designed to be used when 

seeding. As always, remember to read the product label on the weed-control product you are using. 
 

Bugs in Your New Grass 

Most bug-control products can be used any time on newly planted grass. Even 
so, remember to read the product label on your specific pest-control product. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotts.com/smg/catalog/productTemplate.jsp?proId=prod100044&itemId=cat70008&icid=hp1_mm_p_slf

	New Lawn Care
	What To Do
	Feeding New Grass


